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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 12-22 have been examined and are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 



(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published 
under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the 
effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United 
States only if the international application designated the United States 
and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language. 



2. Claims 12 and 19-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 

anticipated by US PG Publication 20040042485 A1 Gettala et al (here in after 
"Gettala"). 



As per claim 12, Gettala teaches a method for controlling a 
communication gateway having a plurality of lines ( Fig 1 link a and link b) via a 
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first peripheral device (Fig 1, Box 107, signaling node A) and a second peripheral 
device (Fig 1, Box 108, signaling node B), comprising: 

registering for a first packet-based signaling connection with the first 
device by the gateway (Para [0021], media gateway registers in the media 
gateway controller through the primary link Link A), wherein the first connection is 
active in switching terms for all of the lines (Fig 1, link A is the active link from 
media gateway 101 to media gateway controller 102); 

registering for a second packet based signaling connection with the 
second device by the gateway wherein the second connection is not active (Para 
[0027], when the there is failure in the active link gateway switched through the 
standby link or link B), wherein the lines are selected from the group consisting 
of: subscriber lines, trunk lines, (Para /00357, ISDN lines and SS7 trunk lines) 
and combinations thereof, whereby the non-accessibility or non-operability of the 
lines is minimized during a switchover from the first device to the second device ( 
Para[0013], when a link fails it switch over to backup link in reliable connection 
method). 

As per claim 19, Gettala teaches the method according to claim 
12, wherein the gateway is selected from the group consisting of: a trunk 
gateway, access gateway, and a media gateway (Fig 1, Box 101, Media 
gateway, is also a trunk gateway or access gateway which connects PSTN to 
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As per claim 20, Gettala teaches method according to claim 12, 
wherein the gateway receives a message on the second connection to indicate a 
switchover to the second device (Para [0028], The switchover request is 
acknowledged and acted upon by an activation message sent from the link B 
which is the secondary link). 

As per claim 21, Gettala teaches the method according to claim 
20, wherein the message is a standard-compliant message that is used 
exclusively for a switchover (Para [0027], H.248 signaling messages used for 
informing the access gateway and media gateway controller), and wherein the 
gateway evaluates the message as a switchover ( Para[0028], media gateway 
101 receives the signal from the link and switch the link to stand by link). 

As per claim 22, Gettala teaches the method according to claim 
12, wherein a reliability of the linking of the gateway is increased by exchanging 
cyclical test messages between the gateway and the devices via a corresponding 
operator alerting (Para[0014], ICMP echo and reply messages is used for the link 
integrity and test messsages) 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 

all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the 
prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not 
be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 
148 USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for 
determining obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at 
issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 
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3. Claims 13-15, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being anticipated 
Gettala, and further in view of US Patent 7065041 B2 Sen (here in after "Sen"). 

As per claim 13, Gettala does not teach but Sen teaches the method 
according to claim 12, wherein each device has a different Internet Protocol (IP) 
address (Fig 1, Media Gateway Controller 24 has two different IP address 
connecting to two media gateways gateway 16 and gateway 18 which are 
located in two different IP network ). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of invention, to modify the system of Gettala by wherein each device has 
a different Internet Protocol (IP) address, as suggested by Sen. This modification 
would benefit the system of Gettala for resilient path identification using IP 
address identification (Column 2, line 39-42) 

As per claim 14, combination of Gettala and Sen teaches a method 
according to claimn 13, combination also teaches wherein the devices are 
mutually redundant (Gettala, Para[0017], Media Gateway Control is couple to the 
gateway for redundant call siganlling ). 
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As per claim 15, combination of Gettala and Sen teaches a method 
according to claimn 14, wherein the devices are arranged within a Media 
Gateway Controller (MGC) (Gettala, Fig 1, Signaling node A and signaling node 
B are arranged in the media gateway controller Box 102). 



4. Claims 16-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being anticipated 
Gettala, and further in view of US Patent US 6775255 B2 ,Roy (here in after 
"Roy"). 

As per claim 16, Gettala does not teach but Roy teaches the method 
according to claim 12, wherein registrations occur during power-on of the 
gateway (Column 31, line 31-33, registration of the mobile device occurs during 
the power-up sequence mobile device and gateway is an IP device in a IP 
network). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of invention, to modify the system of Gettala by wherein registrations 
occur during power-on of the gateway, as suggested by Roy. This modification 
would benefit the system of Gettala for an IP device to register locally when the 
system in power on (Abstract, line 8-10) 
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As per claim 17, combination of Gettala and Roy teaches the method 
according to claim to claim 16, combination also teaches wherein the 
registrations are substantially simultaneous (Sen, Fig 22a, Box 2202 a fixed 
terminal and mobile entity 2204 can be register with home gatekeeper GK1). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of invention, to modify the system of Gettala by wherein the registrations 
are substantially simultaneous, as suggested by Roy. This modification would 
benefit the system of Gettala for an IP device to register locally when the system 
in power on (Abstract, line 8-10) 

4. Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being anticipated Gettala, and 
further in view of US Patent US 6891833 B1 , Caves et al (here in after "Caves"). 

As per claim 18, Gettala does not teach but Caves teaches the method 
according to claim 12, wherein a load sharing operation is provided by the 
signaling connection for each port (Column 5, line 3-7, for load sharing operation 
between node 21 and node 22 per each between two nodes using signaling 
connection ). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of invention, to modify the system of Gettala by wherein a load sharing 
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operation is provided by the signaling connection for each port, as suggested by 
Caves. This modification would benefit the system of Gettala for Sharing the 
aggregated traffic between two device located in an IP network (Column 2, line 
62-65) 



Conclusion 

9. Prior arts made of record, not relied upon: US Patent US 6614781 B1; US 
6856676 B1 ; US Patent Publication US 2008/0002669 A1 ; 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to ANEZ EBRAHIM whose telephone number is 
(571 )270-7153. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8 AM to 5 PM If 
attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Taghi Arani can be reached on (571) 272-3787. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. 
Status information for published applications may be obtained from either Private 
PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see 
http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 
(toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
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Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 

9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/ACE/ 



/Taghi T. Arani/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4144 



